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the same to live and die in, to the intent we may be saved souls for ever ;
detesting (as I said before) all mistakes and errors contrary to the said one
Holy Catholic Apostolic Christian Faith and Roman religion. Nothing
can be held to be a true article of faith, but what is firmly grounded upon
the holy word of God, taken in the right sense by the guidance of the
Holy Ghost ; the rest of controversies may be disputed, but not believed
by divine faith.
" Now, I do further declare that I being of this holy faith and religion,
living peaceably in the commonwealth all the days of my life, have been
taken suspected to be a popish priest, and have been committed to prison
and have been sentenced to die on that account for serving God and
administering the holy sacraments according to the rites and ceremonies
of the Roman Church, and for nothing else proved against me ;   and
submitting myself to God's holy will and all the penalties of the present
laws of the kingdom relating thereto, I am heartily willing by God's holy
grace to suffer death upon that account, hoping to be a saved soul by the
goodness and mercy of God, and the merits and passion of our Saviour
Jesus Christ.   And to the intent that I may depart out of this world in
love and charity, I do heartily forgive all that have in any wise offended
me and beg pardon and forgiveness of all those that I have any wise
offended ;   and especially I beg pardon of God Almighty for all my
heinous offences committed against his divine majesty in thought, word
and deed, for which I am heartily sorry, and with the help of his grace,
if they were yet undone, I would do my best never to do them ; and this
not only for fear of being punished for my sins, but out of the hearty
love I bear to my dear God, who hath created me, and redeemed me with
his most bitter passion in the person of our Saviour, true God and man
(and had sanctified me with the grace of the Holy Ghost in soul and body).
As for the subversion of government or conspiring against his majesty's
life, I do sincerely protest in the presence of Almighty God, as I hope
to be a saved soul, that I had not the least knowledge of it till it was noised
abroad among the common people, nor did I at any time after know any-
thing of it, otherwise than by common report after discovery, but was duly
wont to pray for his majesty and his royal consort ; and so (God willing)
intend to continue as long as I have breath begging of God Almighty to
send his majesty a prosperous reign whilst he lives in this world, and after
this miserable life to grant them both eternal crowns in everlasting bliss ;
and the same everlasting happiness I wish to my own soul, I wish also to
my enemies, to all that are here present, and the rest of the world*   Amen."
[Canon Wm. Croft : Historical Account of Lisbon College^ p. 198.
Challoner : Memoirs^